
WENNER-GREN FOUNDATION FOR ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH, INC. 
ENGAGED ANTHROPOLOGY GRANT APPLICATION 

(Do not change the default format. Please limit your responses to the space provided.) 
1.  Name of Applicant (Please give full legal name: first, 

middle, and SURNAME in capital letters): 
Lisa Marie OVERHOLTZER 
Preferred Mailing Address of Applicant: 
Department of Anthropology 
Wichita State University 
1845 Fairmount St. 
Wichita, KS 67260 

2.  Title, Department and Institutional Affiliation: 
Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Wichita 
State University 
 
 
 

E-mail: lisa.overholtzer@wichita.edu  

Telephone: 

     

  

Fax: 

     

  

 Gender: (Select) 
 Date & Place of Birth: 

     

  
 

     

  
 Citizenship: 

     

  

4. Year Doctorate was Awarded: 2012  

 Institution that awarded the doctorate  

 Northwestern University  

3. Original Wenner-Gren Approve Date: 4/28/2009   

 Original Grant Number and Title: 

Dissertation Fieldwork Grant #7797 

Household Spaces and Everyday Practices at Postclassic 
Xaltocan, Mexico 
 
 

 If not in hand, when do you expect to receive it?  

 

     

  

5. Title of Engagement Project: Aztec Replica House 
Museum Exhibit at Xaltocan, Mexico 

 
 

6. Total requested for Engagement Grant  

 
 US$ 5,000  

  
7. Abstract of Engagement Project: Provide a general description of your project in plain English. If this proposal is 

successful, this abstract will be posted on the Foundation’s website. 
This permanent exhibit within an extension of the local museum will engage the local descendant community to 
disseminate the applicant’s Wenner-Gren funded dissertation research findings. In particular, the exhibit will focus on 
archaeological evidence for occupational continuity across the Aztec imperial transition. This evidence contradicts written 
histories, which detail an abandonment episode and population replacement. The exhibit’s primary feature will be a full-
scale reconstruction of an Aztec-period commoner house. Daily life in Xaltocan under the Aztec empire will be brought to 
life through replicas of household objects and burials and forensic facial reconstructions of household members. 
Informational panels and artifact displays will educate visitors about the value of the archaeological record, highlighting 
how archaeologists can recuperate local histories that were silenced and rewritten by imperial elites. The construction 
phase of the project will be a community endeavor and provide an educational opportunity for both participants and 
archaeologists. Once completed, the exhibit will serve as an educational outreach resource for residents, providing a 
destination for school tours and place for summer youth classes. The museum exhibit will also promote tourism to the site, 
encouraging diffusion of Xaltocan history.

     

 

8. Starting and ending dates of project: 07/01/2013-
07/01/2014 

9. Location where project is to be carried out: 
Xaltocan, Mexico, Mexico 

10. Will other personnel be participating in the project?  Yes   
 (If so, please list the name(s) and institutional affiliation(s) of project personnel.) 
Sergio Maya Rodríguez, director of the local Xaltocan Museum 
Filemón Hernández Zambrano, director of the Xaltocan cultural center 
Jerry Martin, Director of the Lowell D. Holmes Museum of Anthropology, Wichita State University and Instructor for the 
Museum Studies program at Wichita State 
Wichita State students: Emily Jones (museum studies), Sharon McCulley (museum studies), Juan Argueta (ethnographer), 
and David Nunn (photographer/videographer) 
   

Feb 2013 



11. Project Description Question 1: Describe your engagement project and how it will benefit the host community and/or  
the academic scholars who were involved with, or had a direct interest in, your Wenner-Gren sponsored research. 

This proposal requests support for a public archaeology program at Xaltocan, Mexico. The program will educate the local 
and non-local public about the town’s history and archaeological record, teach people about the process of doing 
archaeology, and create cooperative partnerships in which archaeologists are not the sole arbiters of the interpretation 
and preservation of the past. We plan to build a permanent interactive exhibit within a newly constructed extension of the 
local museum. This exhibit will feature a Replica House, or reconstruction of an Aztec-period commoner house that was 
excavated in 2009 and 2010 during the applicant’s Wenner-Gren funded dissertation research. Replica House 
construction will commence in July 2013 and take approximately one month. The creation of accompanying text displays 
and the placement of artifact displays in exhibit cases will take place simultaneously. Museum displays will be completed 
under the guidance of Jerry Martin, director of the Holmes Museum of Anthropology and instructor of the Museum Studies 
M.A. program at Wichita State University, where the applicant is currently Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Anthropology. The museum opening will be marked by special activities, such as lectures and guided tours, organized by 
Xaltocan museum director, Sergio Maya Rodríguez. Summer youth classes on archaeology, Xaltocan history, and 
technical drawing will follow under the coordination of Filemón Hernández Zambrano, director of the Xaltocan cultural 
center adjacent to the museum. The Replica House will remain open year-round during normal Xaltocan museum hours, 
as it will be an integral part of the existing museum. Colleague Christopher Morehart has proposed a complementary 
exhibit in another part of the museum for Engaged Anthropology funding, as well. 
The replica house will be an accurate, life-sized reconstruction of an Aztec commoner house. The interior and exterior 
patio areas of the house will be outfitted with replicas of household objects, such as grinding stones, cooking jars, serving 
vessels, reed mats, etc. In addition, burials that we excavated outside the house under the patio area will be 
reconstructed and visible through plexiglass inserts into the floor. Forensic facial reconstructions of household members 
buried in the patio will bring the ancient residents to life for viewers. Alongside the Replica House, we will display artifacts 
from recent excavations. A space in the back of the museum will be reserved for lectures and classes.  
The process of building the Replica House will provide an educational opportunity for both archaeologists and residents. 
The descendant community will be involved in the process of constructing the Replica House, facilitating understanding of 
the archaeological discoveries at the site and promoting active learning through tactile means. Since adobe is no longer 
used as a construction material in Xaltocan, and no living local residents are knowledgeable about adobe construction, a 
resident from a nearby community with experience in adobe construction will be brought in to consult. We will interview 
the adobe consultant throughout the process, asking, for example, about the addition of certain materials to the earth 
used for bricks. We will also interview local residents, some of whom have lived in an adobe house, asking what it smells 
like, feels like, and sounds like inside. These findings and the video can then be used in the museum exhibits, enhancing 
the visitor experience. A cultural anthropology master’s student will conduct an ethnographic study of the archaeological 
engagement project, and a student photographer/videographer will document the entire construction process; both of 
these individuals are students at Wichita State University.  
This project is an outgrowth of the unique nature of archaeological research in Xaltocan, a town where strong 
partnerships between archaeologists and the descendant community have been both essential and productive. The 
Replica House exhibit—the first museum of its kind in Mexico—will offer a permanent experience for local residents to 
contemplate past lifeways and cultural heritage in their town. Enhancing Xaltocan’s museum will benefit the community by 
encouraging cultural tourism and cultivating greater awareness of Xaltocan’s rich cultural heritage and archaeological 
discoveries. More broadly, it will draw needed attention to commoners and households in ancient Mexico—a region where 
monumental constructions and the faces of elites dominate public awareness of the past. In drawing on the Wenner-Gren 
funded excavations of commoner households, this museum will present narratives of Xaltocan history that are based not 
on the elite-authored and manipulated documentary record, but on the practices of the subordinated commoners who 
formed the backbone of the Aztec empire. The Replica House will bring ordinary people to life, giving the topic mass 
appeal and allowing visitors to contemplate the realities of ancient commoner life. The Replica House will also provide an 
opportunity to discuss the distinct line of evidence that archaeology can provide, thereby creating a permanent interface 
between archaeologists and the descendant community in Xaltocan. 
This project stresses mutual collaboration, in line with the recent paradigm shift within the field away from exclusivity and 
colonialist modes of research and toward inclusivity and socially self-conscious models of investigation. Exhibit 
construction will engage the descendant community in meaningful ways. This project works within already established 
organizations and infrastructure—fundamental assets that will also enhance sustainability. Moreover, by enhancing 
educational resources on cultural heritage, this project will have an effect on how people view the physical remains of 
their past. The Replica House exhibit will display these items in a reconstructed context. Instead of obstacles to 
construction, trinkets with monetary value, or simple curiosities, this project will show them clearly as part of the cultural 
practices of ancestors. Together with educational programs, local residents can begin to see archaeological resources as 
sources of history, identity, and future professional study.   



12. Project Question 2: Describe the Wenner-Gren funded Dissertation Fieldwork or Post-Ph.D. research that forms the 
basis of your engagement project. Demonstrate the connections between this research and your engagement project. 

My Wenner-Gren funded dissertation project investigated the Aztec imperial transition at Xaltocan, the capital of the pre-
Aztec Otomí city-state. While ethnohistoric documents suggested that all of Xaltocan’s residents fled when their polity was 
conquered, and that the Aztec king sent taxpayers to repopulate the site some forty years later, my excavations of 
commoner houses provided clear evidence of continuity. Houses were constructed and burials were interred in the same 
spaces from 1240 to 1650 C.E., and radiocarbon dates revealed no gap in occupation. This analysis allowed me to reveal 
the exercise of power by imperial elites, which involved the silencing of ordinary people and the rewriting of their histories 
(Overholtzer in press). A bottom-up contextual analysis of multiple lines of evidence—household architecture, domestic 
refuse, human skeletal remains, and ancient mitochondrial DNA—then offered an alternative narrative based on the 
histories that commoners inscribed in the material record. This narrative detailed how residents made land claims and 
constructed family histories based on the Nahuatl concept of tlacamecayotl, a rope of people linked through kinship. It 
recounted how occupants created household stratigraphic landscapes that materialized philosophies later executed in 
monumental form by Aztec rulers. Finally, this narrative credited ordinary people, not Aztec kings, with shifts in ethnic 
affiliation.  
The proposed museum project will disseminate these findings, focusing in particular on the occupational continuity that 
was revealed by the archaeological record. In collaboration with the descendant community, we will construct an 
alternative narrative that does justice to the practices of subordinated and silenced commoners in the past, thereby 
countering the exercise of imperial power. Local Xaltocan historian Omar Romero Navarrete (2007:12) explains, “the 
history of Xaltocan became the history of Tenochtitlan… and that noble history, Xaltocan’s beautiful history, was erased 
and replaced by the Mexica and Tenochtitlan.” In this museum, we will recuperate some of that noble history, highlighting 
the persistence and resilience of ancient Xaltocan families. Rather than present a history in which conquered 
Xaltocamecas had no other choice than to flee when their town was conquered in 1395 C.E., we will narrate how 
residents persevered, strategically adapting their daily practices according to their changing social, political, and economic 
context.  
Overholtzer, Lisa. In press. Archaeological Interpretation and the Rewriting of History: Deimperializing and Decolonizing 
the Past at Xaltocan, Mexico. American Anthropologist.  
Romero Navarrete, Omar. 2007. La gloria de Xaltocan: los guerreros del sol. Mexico, D.F.: Talleres de Luis Gonzalez 
Obregon. 

13. Budget itemization:  Provide a detailed budget for the requested project. See Budget Guidelines for allowable 
expenses. 

Local adobe house construction consultant salary, 1 month, $350 
Local construction assistant salary, 1 month, $350 
Replica house construction materials (e.g. adobe molds, concrete, plexiglass panels, power tool rental), $4000 
Replica household objects (reed mats, mano and metate, cooking jar, plates, dishes, and bowls), $300 
 
 
 

14. Budget Justification: Provide a justification for these items, demonstrating why and how they will facilitate the project. 

These items will enable the construction of the replica house, including the physical single-roomed structure, the burials 
visible underneath the patio through plexiglass panels, and the reproduction of household goods. This replica house forms 
the major component of the new exhibit. 
All other costs associated with the new exhibit have secure funding sources. The descendant community has constructed 
the museum extension that will house the proposed exhibit, and has designated the space for this purpose. Thus, the 
project will not incur large-scale construction costs. Funding for exhibit cases, exhibit text, and costs associated with 
forensic facial reconstructions will be provided by Northwestern University. Travel and living expenses for project personnel 
(including the applicant and Wichita State museum studies program faculty and students) and photography and 
videography equipment will be provided by Wichita State University. The exhibit will form part of the existing Xaltocan 
museum that is state-supported, and thus is sustainable long-term.  



15. Required Attachments 

Applicants are required to attach the following documents to their online application. 
• Engaged Anthropology Grant Application Form (this document) 
• Applicant’s Curriculum Vitae (five pages maximum) 

 

Do NOT include a project bibliography, appendices, endnotes, charts, illustrations, letters of reference, or other 
materials.  

Attachments must be compatible with the Microsoft Word 2003, 2007, or 2010, or submitted as PDF files.   

Required Attachments should use single-line spacing with 10-point font or larger, and have 1-inch (2.5 cm) margins, 
top, bottom and either side of each page. Answers in the application form must use the preset Ariel 10-point font. 

Please note: if the attachments do not meet these requirements, the application will not be accepted for review. 

18. Online Application Submission 

After completing the official Engaged Anthropology Grant Application Form, and required Curriculum Vitae, 
applicants must submit these application materials using the Foundation’s online application submission 
procedures. 

 
Click on or type https://www.GrantRequest.com/SID_577?SA=SNA&FID=35037 into your Internet 
browser to begin the online application submission process. 

 
For detailed instructions on how to submit your application materials online, please see the “Access the Online 
Application” section in your application instructions or posted on the “Engaged Anthropology Grants” section 
on the Wenner-Gren website. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Engaged Anthropology Grant applications must be submitted online. NO PRINTED APPLICATION 
OR SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS ARE REQUIRED OR ACCEPTED. 

 


